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Madam Speaker, the National Grain
and Feed Association has longstanding
history and notoriety for their con-
tinual efforts toward supporting Amer-
ican producers and ensuring their com-
petitiveness in agriculture.

Madam Speaker, I want to say con-
gratulations on 125 years.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 3, 2021.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on No-
vember 3, 2021, at 9:57 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 1510.

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 2093.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
CHERYL L. JOHNSON,
Clerk.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which the yeas and nays are or-
dered.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

FISCAL STATE OF THE NATION
RESOLUTION

Mr. McGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
44) providing for a joint hearing of the
Committees on the Budget of the
House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate to receive a presentation from the
Comptroller General of the United
States regarding the audited financial
statement of the executive branch, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 44

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This resolution may be cited as the ‘‘Fiscal
State of the Nation Resolution”.

SEC. 2. ANNUAL JOINT HEARING OF BUDGET
COMMITTEES TO RECEIVE A PRES-
ENTATION BY THE COMPTROLLER
GENERAL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 45 days
(excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holi-
days) after the date on which the Secretary
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of the Treasury submits to Congress the au-
dited financial statement required under
paragraph (1) of section 331(e) of title 31,
United States Code, on a date agreed upon by
the chairs of the Committees on the Budget
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate (hereafter referred to as the ‘‘Budget
Committees’’) and the Comptroller General
of the United States, the Budget Committees
shall hold a joint hearing (hereafter referred
to as the ‘‘Joint Hearing’’) to receive a pres-
entation from the Comptroller General re-
viewing the findings of the audit required
under paragraph (2) of such section and pro-
viding, with respect to the information in-
cluded by the Secretary in the report accom-
panying such audited financial statement, an
analysis of the financial position and condi-
tion of the Federal Government, including fi-
nancial measures (such as the net operating
cost, income, budget deficits, or budget sur-
pluses) and sustainability measures (such as
the long-term fiscal projection or social in-
surance projection) described in such report.

(b) PRESENTATION OF STATEMENT IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH GAO STRATEGIES AND
MEANS.—The Comptroller General of the
United States shall ensure that the presen-
tation at the Joint Hearing is made in ac-
cordance with the Strategies and Means of
the Government Accountability Office, so
that the presentation will provide profes-
sional, objective, fact-based, nonpartisan,
nonideological, fair, and balanced informa-
tion to the members attending the Joint
Hearing.

(c) RULES APPLICABLE TO JOINT HEARING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraphs (2) and (3), the Joint Hearing
shall be subject to rules agreed to by the
chairs of the Budget Committees.

(2) OPEN HEARING.—The Joint Hearing shall
be open to the public, including to radio, tel-
evision, and still photography coverage.

(3) ATTENDANCE.—The Joint Hearing shall
accommodate non-participatory attendance
by any Senator and any Member of the
House of Representatives, including any Del-
egate or Resident Commissioner to the Con-
gress.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The requirement
under subsection (a) shall apply with respect
to any audited financial statement sub-
mitted on or after the date of the enactment
of this resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) and the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the measure under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. McGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I don’t have to tell
you that these are partisan times. We
don’t often get to consider something
that is supported by both Democrats on
the Rules Committee and Republicans
on the Rules Committee. Not only
that, an idea that was also rec-
ommended by the truly bipartisan Se-
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lect Committee on the Modernization
of the Congress.

That is what we have before us with
H. Con. Res. 44, the Fiscal State of the
Nation Resolution.

This measure from Congresswoman
RICE of New York is coming before us
at an especially important time, a time
that finds us discussing matters like
the debt ceiling, government spending,
transportation, and reconciliation leg-
islation.

It requires the director of the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office to de-
liver an annual address to a joint hear-
ing of the House and Senate Budget
Committees on the financial position
and condition of the Federal Govern-
ment.

Members of the media would be able
to cover the hearing so the American
people and not just the Members of
Congress can better understand the re-
alities about what we face today; all
with the goal, Madam Speaker, of pro-
moting greater transparency sur-
rounding our Nation’s fiscal health.
That way, we have more clarity as
Congress makes spending decisions in
the months and years ahead that will
impact every single American.

A companion measure has already
been introduced in the United States
Senate, since the House alone cannot
tell our friends on the other side of the
Capitol what to do; although, I must
admit, sometimes I wish we could,
Madam Speaker.

There are more than 100 cosponsors
of this resolution. As I said earlier, the
Select Committee on the Moderniza-
tion of the Congress has already rec-
ommended this concept in their final
report of the 116th Congress. I think
that is because of a simple reason: We
all want to make the most informed
spending decisions and develop the
most sensible ways to combat our debt.

You can’t properly address these
issues unless you fully understand
them. With this resolution, through
the work of the House and Senate
Budget Committees, we can all better
understand the fiscal reality that we
face.

Don’t get me wrong, Madam Speaker,
I am sure we will still have many de-
bates on this floor about what to do in
response. I sure as hell would never
support anything that punishes the
very Americans who can least afford it.

For example, when we talk about fis-
cal health, I want us to acknowledge
that America’s tax code rewards
wealth and power at the expense of
working families. There has been a dra-
matic reduction in taxes paid by the
very rich in this country over the last
60 years.

So when some say all we need to do
is cut, cut, cut, I have to say I get a lit-
tle confused. I think cutting Medicare,
privatizing Social Security, and slash-
ing funding for important programs
that help working families is an awful
idea.

Instead, I want those at the top to
contribute their fair share and pay it
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